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I Lct's co on the record at 10:12 a.m. eastern.

Good morning. This is the deposition of Henry Tarrio, conducted by the House
Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol,
pursuant to House Resolution 503.

Mr. Hull, I'd like to just get through the introductory script and then talk about the
things that we were just talking about. Is that okay with you?

You're on mute.

Mr. Hull. Yes, sir.

I Thank you.

This will be a staff-led deposition, though members may choose to ask questions.

At this time, I'd ask the witness to please state your full name and spell your last
name for the record.

The Witness. First name's Henry, last name's Tarrio. The spelling of that is
H-e-n-r-y for the first name and T-a-r-r-i-o for the last name.

I 1hank you, Mr. Tarrio.

My name is _ and I'm an investigative counsel with the select
committee. With me from the select committee staff are_chief
investigative counsel;_senior counsel and senior advisor;-

-senior technical advisor; -, investigative counsel;_
professional staff member;_ investigative counsel;_

investigative counsel; and |||l oarliamentarian.

In addition, there are the following -- well, I'll note for the record that there are no
members currently in attendance.

Under House deposition rules, neither committee members nor staff may discuss
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the substance of the testimony today until and unless the committee approves release.
You and your counsel will have an opportunity to review the transcript.

Note that, under House rules, you may have your attorney present, but counsel
for other individuals or attorneys from other government agencies may not be, and
therefore are not, present.

I'd like to note for the record that what has been previously marked as exhibit 1 is
the select committee's January 25th, 2022, subpoena for Mr. Henry Tarrio in both his
individual capacity and in his capacity as chairman of the Proud Boys. The House
deposition rules are included in this exhibit.

At this time, could counsel please state their name for the record?

Mr. Hull. My name is Dan Hull. I'm counsel for Mr. Tarrio and in his personal
capacity only, not for any position he may have had in the past with the Proud Boys. So
this is just part -- the first half, | guess, A, of the subpoena.

_ Thank you, Mr. Hull.

There is an official reporter transcribing the record of this deposition. Please
wait until each question is completed before you begin your response, and we'll try to
wait until your response is complete before we ask our next question. The stenographer
cannot record nonverbal responses such as shaking your head, so it's important that you
answer each question with an audible, verbal response.

We ask that you provide complete answers based off of the best of your
recollection. If a question is not clear, please ask for clarification. If you don't know
the answer, please simply say so.

You may only refuse to answer a question to preserve a privilege recognized by
the select committee. Such privileges include the Fifth Amendment privilege against

compulsory self-incrimination. If you refuse to answer a question based on a privilege,



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

staff may either proceed with the deposition or seek a ruling from the chairman on the
objection. If the chairman overrules such an objection, you are required to answer the
question.

| also want to remind you that it's unlawful to deliberately provide false
information to Congress. Providing false information could result in criminal penalties
for perjury and/or providing false statements, including under 18 U.S.C. Section 1001,
which makes it illegal to provide a false statement in a congressional investigation.

That being said, to be clear, this is indeed a congressional investigation, not a
criminal investigation. This proceeding is separate and distinct from any current
criminal proceeding by the United States Department of Justice.

Do you understand?

Mr. Hull. We understand that.

Logistically, please let us know if you need any breaks. | would simply ask that, if
you need a break, you answer the question that's pending before we take the break.
Depending on how long we go, we may take a bit of a longer break for lunch.

If you don't understand a question, please simply ask me to repeat it or clarify it.
We're not trying to trick you here, so if there's a question you don't understand, I'm more
than happy to clarify it.

Finally, I'll note that I'll lead the discussion for the first half; | will turn it over to
one of my coIIeagues_ for the second half; but, throughout, occasionally
other staffers or even a member may join the discussion.

And because this deposition is under oath, would you please raise your right hand
to be sworn by the court reporter -- excuse me, the congressional reporter?

The Reporter. Do you solemnly declare and affirm, under the penalty of perjury,
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that the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth?

The Witnhess. |do.

_ | will also just note that_ professional staff
member, is also on the line, as well as chief cIerk-.

Mr. Hull, | understand that you wanted to discuss some matters at the beginning
of the deposition, so I'm happy to turn it over to you.

Mr. Hull. There's not too much to say. |said off the record, and I'll say it again,
that Mr. Tarrio has decided to assert the Fifth Amendment, which, you know, protects
him from making himself be a witnhess against himself that may lead to criminal charges.

And | think that we have come to a point, you know, in this whole journey, | guess
since about December -- November 30th, when | first got involved -- | think that's when
he was served; | was involved the next day -- that that makes sense now, because we had
some -- he had some apprehensions about where this is going, and | think he has some
apprehensions about the committee, which anybody could have, but | think he has
particular apprehensions, as do |, about the way the committee has managed his
subpoena and getting his testimony.

And we have -- | don't need to belabor it, make a speech about it, but | think we've
kind of gone out of our way to put Mr. Tarrio in a position where he can be prepared for a
useful, informative deposition where he can -- there are some things that he would like to
tell about what happened and what didn't happen on January 6th, leadingup toit. As
you know, he was not in Washington that day.

But we just think that, based on what's happened in the last 2 months, that we're

not -- we're just not in a position to -- we wanted to be in a position where we could

prepare for this the right way.
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By not having -- | think not having the deposition in jail, especially in connection
with -- not in connection with anything that this committee is really concerned with about
January 6th, | think that was sort of a no-brainer.

And | think, after that, the notion was that we would give you guys 4 hours. |
think originally | wanted 2, and then | said 4 is fine. That was going to be in jail, |
understand that, but we would have done that again, the notion being that you can learn
some things while we get our documents, which are not available to us -- I'm not even
sure what documents are on there. Mr. Tarrio hasn't had, as you know, his devices for
over a year.

But the notion was, you know, he gets out of jail, which has happened 3 weeks
ago, he looks around for documents when we can do it, and that we could get ready for a
deposition makes some sense. And if we didn't have -- | think in one of my emails | said
that it would've been nice to -- | said mid-February, something like that. The emails are
what they are, and I'd like to have them all, all the ones from November 30th until now,
you know, in this record.

But we were at one point very happy to provide the committee with informal,
truthful, helpful information which we think the committee would like to have had. |
just don't see that as making much sense anymore, as | said off the record.

And, you know, | don't have to go into it, and | don't want to talk any more about
this. |just want it to be clear that this is, from my standpoint and | think Mr. Tarrio's
standpoint as well, a, you know, classic Fifth Amendment sort of situation we're in.

And we're not -- | think we've been cooperative. In fact, we've been proactive.
We just don't like the notion of being pushed to do things before we're ready, before we
know what documents say or if they're even out there. And | think that's fair, and |

think that's fair to clients.
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So, that said -- and, you know, | could say more, but there's lots of case law on
this. And | think that the one | like in particular is one called U.S. v. Reiner, which
factually is a Supreme Court case that was decided about 20 years ago, 2001, which
doesn't have facts like this -- it was a review of an Ohio supreme court decision, four
pages -- but it does discuss the parts of the Fifth Amendment that are important to
people who are innocent and how they should use it and how they -- you know, how
everyone is entitled to use it if they have an apprehension about the questions they're
being asked, where they're reading and they think they're in ambiguous circumstances.

And | think it's an understatement, based on my experience and Mr. Tarrio's
experience in this committee, to say that this is -- it's very ambiguous. We're not quite
sure where you're all coming from. You're all nice people. You know, you have good
intentions. But we thought this was a very heavy-handed way of coming at him.

We did our homework on you. | wish you had done a little bit more homework
on Mr. Tarrio so that you knew that he could have been helpful and given you 4 hours'
worth of information you could go off on until he got ready to have a proper deposition,
but that didn't happen.

| understand these things do happen, but | don't want to be here very long today.
I've spent a lot of time trying to make this thing work. It didn't work. And | need to get
on to -- as Mr. Tarrio does as well -- on to other things. | can't invest any more time in
trying to cooperate with a committee that wants us to cooperate in a particular, special
way.

And | think you guys can do that. | think you have that kind of power. The
subpoena power you have is enormous, but | think it needs to be used, you know,
carefully. You have problems enforcing things. | mean, being a congressional

investigator is -- you know, you don't have a lot of ways to get things done quickly if
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people aren't cooperative. You've got some remedies; you have some options.

But | just think that this is not a good situation for my client. He's clean as a
whistle in terms of, you know, January-6th-related charges right now, and I'd like to keep
him that way.

So, you know, I'll leave it at that, unless you have a question. | really didn't want
to take up that much time. But | think you get the idea, and | think you understand what
| was saying before the deposition, that we feel uncomfortable doing anything but
asserting the Fifth Amendment.

That said, make a record, do what you need to do. | don't think you're going to
hear a lot of answers to questions from Mr. Tarrio. And if he forgets, | will object, not to
form, but say, "Object based on a privilege," and say, "Don't answer it, sir." And |, you
know, hate to do it, but | think that makes sense for my client.

- Thanks, Mr. Hull.  You know, | appreciate that you gave us that
recitation. | would disagree with the characterization of the last couple of months, but
you requested while we were on the record -- while we were off the record, that we add
our email correspondence to the record, which I'm more than happy to do.

| do have one question, which you raised prior, which is that you're just
representing Mr. Tarrio in his personal capacity, correct?

Mr. Hull. Yes.

I've got my engineer here.

Yes. And | think that was made clear early on in the emails and in the
conversations that you and | had. But, yes. And | would --

_ Who is representing Mr. Tarrio in his Proud Boys capacity?

Mr. Hull. Just -- the only person that even falls into that category would be Jason

Van Dyke, who | don't know and | don't think Mr. Tarrio's had much contact with for a
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while.

But, no, this is just a -- this is just a in-personal-capacity representation and always
has been, and | think I've been clear about that.

- | appreciate that. |just want to be clear. Sois Mr. Van Dyke
representing Mr. Tarrio in his capacity as chairman of the Proud Boys?

Mr. Hull. No. No. Ornotthatl--excuse me--notthat| know of. | mean,

you'd have to ask him that.

B o
_ Well -- I'm sorry - Mr. Tarrio is sitting right there.  Could he tell

us whether or not he's --

The Witness. | think --

_ -- representing him in his chairman capacity?

The Witness. | think that there's a confusion. | think what -- and correct me if
I'm wrong -- what you're saying is that those questions would be better off asking to
Jason Lee Van Dyke, not that he's representing me.

Mr. Hull. No, no, he's not -- he's not representing -- the Proud Boys aren't as
discrete, if you will, of a -- there's not an organization that we might expect.

There was, for a time, some articles that were written by a Proud Boy, who was
also a lawyer, named Jason Van Dyke -- | believe he's a Proud Boy -- in Texas. But that
document, that legal architecture, while it was followed culturally in some ways and
tracks some things that they did, | think it did not -- it was not used for a very long time,
based on my conversations with Mr. Tarrio.

And, yeah, | didn't mean to be unclear about that. But, no, | don't know if -- |

don't know who's representing the Proud Boys. | know they keep getting sued, you

know, in various civil lawsuits, and it's never really been clear who the, quote, "leader" or,
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you know, "el jefe" is of the Proud Boys.

| can't tell you -- and | think you know this,- from being on Telegram, that
to the extent he had chairman or spokesman responsibilities, either self-imposed or by
claim, he stepped down from those a couple days ago and is no longer -- you know, he
supports the group, is a Proud Boy, but he's not doing anything in an official capacity.

He has other projects now. And | think he's -- | think there was an appointment, not by
him, but somebody else has taken over. | don't even know who it is, but Mr. --

_ Does Mr. Tarrio know who has taken over?

The Witness. No. [|don't thinkit's -- I'm really -- I'm not involved with that
anymore.

_ Mr. Tarrio, | just wanted to note that, to the extent that you're
speaking, you are on the record, and it's difficult for the court reporter to hear you, so if
you wouldn't mind just speaking up.

The Witness. At this point, no, | don't know who's the spokesperson or even if
there's a spokesperson.

_ Understood.

And do you have any knowledge or documents at all with regards to the items in
Schedule B in your capacity as someone who held office or was a chairman or a
spokesman, or however you want to call it, with the Proud Boys?

And, to be clear, I'm asking you for the portion of the subpoena that Mr. Hull does
not represent you for. So the portion of the subpoena that is regarding your capacity
with the Proud Boys, do you have any knowledge or information or documents relevant
to that portion of the subpoena separate and apart from what Mr. Hull is representing
you for in your personal capacity?

Mr. Hull.  I'm just going to object to the form of the question and also to the
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notion that you can kind of conflate these things at this point. He is notin any
circumstance going to answer questions about part B of the subpoena. We've made
that clear --

B V<!, no, no, hold on. Let's be very clear about this.  You just
made very clear that you don't represent him for part B of the subpoena.

Mr. Hull. Well, | -- no, | made very clear that | represent him in his personal
capacity, and | think everyone has known that all along. That's not, like -- that's not a
secret.

_ And I'm not disputing that. So my question is, for the part of the
subpoena that you do not represent him for, does he have information that is responsive

to that subpoena?

Mr. Hull. | think he's told you that he does not and could not.

_ | don't understand that. Could you clarify?

r. Hull. Well --

_ He could not what?

Mr. Hull. There's a reason I'm representing him in his personal capacity

<

beyond -- it wasn't merely a matter of delegation of duties. It's kind of a function of the
way probably Proud Boys is set up.

But it's not -- it's just not an issue. We're not answering questions about Proud
Boys as an organization, and we never were. The focus here was on Mr. Tarrio, and |
think you've all known that.

And I'm not even sure -- | think -- to be honest with you, | don't think | -- he had
the whole subpoena, but | don't think | ever asked him to look at those documents.
Why would I?  He --

_ Because he's under subpoena from the chairman to look at them.
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| mean, let me just --

Mr. Hull. No, no. Stop asecond --

B Hold on, Mr. Hull.

Mr. Hull. --right there. He looked at -- he looked at --

_ One moment, Mr. Hull.  You mentioned earlier that you did not
understand, quote/unquote, "where we were going with this," so let me be very clear
why I'm asking these questions.

To the extent that Mr. Tarrio would like to assert the Fifth Amendment, that is
obviously his right. But to the extent that he was ever an officer or represented the
Proud Boys in any official capacity, his ability to assert the Fifth Amendment over items
that are regarding his official role with the Proud Boys is obviously different than
regarding his individual capacity.

So we need to understand which categories of information he has that fall under

that second piece of the subpoena and which fall under the first.

Mr. Hull. On December 3rd, on a Friday, you were -- or at least most of

it ---Was added. -Was added. And it was the -- we had Friday, the 3rd.

And | wrote you a letter about the reading on the 6th after it happened.

| made very clear before that meeting and in that meeting that what he was
trying -- he was responding to and trying to give you an idea, while he was still in jail, of
what documents he might have under A. | never even talked to him about B. | didn't
need to. It was always understood. | mean, it wasn't an issue.

So -- and we did -- Mr. Tarrio took notes, gave them to me. And | gave, if you
will, in quotations, "proffers" of things that -- he was, you know, making some
conjectures about what he had might have or might not have, and | was trying to be

helpful.
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And we even talked about, you know -- we talked about probably half of the
documents that were discussed on Schedule A, until at one point | think the meeting kind
of went south. And I'm not sure how it happened after an hour, but it did. And | had
more documents to talk about. But B was never -- it was never on the schedule.

And | would object to any more questions about it.

_ Well, | mean -- well, let me just say a couple things here. To the
extent that you keep saying it was never an issue, | mean, it was part of the subpoena, so
it's very much an issue. And, second of all, | am not sure how you're objecting on his
behalf to a set of questions which you've already said you don't represent him for.

But let me just try this in a more basic way so | can make sure that we're not
fighting over something that we don't need to fight over.

Did Mr. Tarrio ever -- well, could Mr. Tarrio at least explain what his official
position was with the Proud Boys over the course of his time with the Proud Boys? That
might decide or obviate the need for us to fuss over Schedule B, if he never had an official
position.

So tell me the information about that.

The Witness. Can | talk to you?

Can | sidebar him?

_ Yes. Feel free to turn your microphone off and confer with your
counsel.

[Discussion off the record.]

Mr. Hull. Back on the record.

And that's my -- that's something | knew and didn't disclose, or didn't remember.

Proud Boys International was a short-lived organization, very short-lived. And |

don't think Mr. Tarrio ever had anything to do with it. It was a -- it certainly reflected
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some things about Proud Boys, but it was a Jason Van Dyke production.

And, you know, | don't know if he's the person you should go to or not, but Proud
Boys International is a fairly limited thing, and | think that's who the subpoena goes to.
And I'm sorry if I'd forgotten that. But we established early on that we wouldn't
be -- that was sort of, you know, taken out or grafted out of the subpoena, just not
something we were going to deal with.

_ Well, with all due respect, Mr. Hull, | don't know that it's your
decision about whether or not you get to graft that out of the subpoena.

He has been subpoenaed. He is under a legal obligation to respond to questions
regarding his capacity -- about which he has knowledge in his capacity as an officeholder,
a chairman, a president, whatever position he held with the Proud Boys. And that
information and knowledge is separate and distinct from the personal capacity
information over which you are asserting Fifth Amendment privilege.

Mr. Hull. | want to make clear that it was understood from the very beginning
that we were not responding to that part of the subpoena because it was a relatively
narrow organization that Mr. Tarrio, you know, had known about but was not involved
with and it was apparently very short-lived. And, again, | apologize for neglecting to
remember that.

But we -- | think you're wrong. | don't think he has to -- | don't think he read it.
| think | told him not to read it.  It's not -- after we discussed what it was, Proud Boys
International was or what it wasn't -- there's some confusion, apparently, about legal
entities that the Proud Boys ever took. And there was one other legal entity that was
around for maybe 30 days, something like that.

So -- and, no -- | understand your question, what you're saying, but I'm a little

surprised that you would come here and think that that was in play. | think we made it
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pretty clear that that's not -- it wasn't a matter of who was representing who; it was a
matter of the fact that the organization, Proud Boys International, was short-lived and,
you know --

_ But, Mr. Hull, you certainly understand there's a difference
between saying "there is no responsive information, and therefore that is why we're not
responding" and saying "we're going to not respond because it didn't exist for that long."
Those are two different things.

So can you clarify, does --

Mr. Hull. No, no --

_ -- Mr. Tarrio have information that's responsive or not?

Mr. Hull. | think it --

_ Mr. Hull, please let me finish my question for the court reporter.
Mr. Hull. Of course.
_ This doesn't have to be complicated. Does he have responsive
information or does he not, yes --

Mr. Hull. He does not.

Mr. Hull. He does not.

And | don't recall -- | know there's no recording of the February 3rd meeting, but
we only went over A.  We understood we were only going over A. | think in my
conversation with -that's -- it was just -- you say | can't graft it out or take it out.
That was the -- it wasn't a matter of representation. It was that Mr. Tarrio had --

The Witness. | put --

Mr. Hull. Huh?

The Witness. --the application --
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Mr. Hull. It was not a -- it was a short-lived project. And it was, you know,
Jason Van Dyke -- in fact, Jason Van Dyke, | think, was the head of the Proud Boys for a
while.

Is that right?

The Witness. That's correct.

Mr. Hull. So | apologize if | made it confusing, but this deposition was -- it was

pretty clear it was never going to be about Proud Boys International.

- Well, I'll make clear for the record, which will be in exhibit 1, as
_mentioned, that the subpoena that we issued, that we reissued to
Mr. Tarrio last week, had Schedule B in it, | believe. So it was never, from our
perspective, off the table.

But if | understand you saying for the record, here, now, that Mr. Tarrio has no
responsive information to Schedule B, is that accurate?

Mr. Hull. Go ahead.

The Witness. Okay. Give me one second.

I Okay.

[Discussion off the record.]

Mr. Hull. Can | --let me -- we just had a conversation about something that we
had gone over when the subpoena first came out.

And, by the way, you know, | don't think it changed the game that you, like, sent
the same subpoena with B. | asked for a subpoena, because you kept talking about
making accommodations and all kinds of odd metaphysics like that.

What I'd like to do is show him B, and he's going to show me something, and the

we'll come back. It will just take a few minutes. Isthat okay? We'll go to our

breakout room.

18

n
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_ | mean, | think that's fine. | would appreciate, though, if during

that time you could discuss, A, whether he has any responsive information; B, what
efforts, if any, he made to look for responsive information; and, C, what
officeholder -- what offices he held or what roles he held in response -- in relation to that
organization.

Is that clear, those three things?

Mr. Hull. Yes, ma'am.

The Witness. Wait. Say it again.

Mr. Hull. Repeat it, please.

The Witness. No, no, I'm saying --

_ Yeah. [I'm asking that during the break that you all talk about
three things: one, whether he has any information responsive to Schedule B; two, what,
if anything, did he do to determine whether he had any information responsive to
Schedule B; and, three, what offices, if any, he held for any legal entity of the Proud Boys.

The Witness. We got that.

- Thank you.

For the court reporters, we can just briefly go off the record while they're
conferring. Thank you.

[Discussion off the record.]

Mr. Hull. Back on the record. Are you guys back?

One moment. We did ask the court reporters to go off the

record, so we need to make sure they're back on the record.

Okay. Great. Thank you.

Go ahead, Mr. Hull.

Mr. Hull. We just looked at the language of the -- of B. And | think that the
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request is -- let me make sure | got it right for you,--- is, "In accordance with the
attached definitions and instructions, you, Henry Tarrio (also known as 'Enrique Tarrio'),
in your capacity as Chairman of Proud Boys International, L.L.C." -- and the reason that
two of your questions weren't dealt with is he never had that role. He was never
chairman of Proud Boys International, LLC.

And | think that would help explain why, you know, that was a non-issue. And it
was early on, because | had asked him aboutit. And it's a little bit just the phrasing in
the subpoena. But that's a special entity that he was never the chairman of.

| hope that answers your question.

B 25 Ve Tarrio been an officeholder for any legal entity or any
unincorporated entity associated with the Proud Boys?

The Witness. One second.

_ Well, actually, hold on, before you go off the mike for that, can you
clarify, did you hold any position with Proud Boys International, LLC, like, other than
chairman? Isit president? Or any position at all with that organization?

Mr. Hull. The answer's no.

B Okay. Thankyou.
And we'll let you go on mute to talk about _question.

[Discussion off the record.]

The Witness. -, can you repeat your question? |I'm sorry.

_ Sure. Have you held -- have you been an officeholder of any

legal entity or any unincorporated entity associated with the Proud Boys?
[Discussion off the record.]

Mr. Hull. The answer -- we understand your question. The answer's no,
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- So Mr. Tarrio has never held an office of any organization

associated with the Proud Boys?

The Witness. Hold on.

[Discussion off the record.]

Mr. Hull. Here. Here. |think we can saythis. He did enter into joint
ventures and maybe one partnership with other people who happened to be Proud Boys
but it wasn't Proud Boys-related. They were people that he knew and was close to.

And so, you know, the answer -- the direct answer to the question's no, but he did
for a time have a couple of organizations that were with Proud Boys. And | think
that's -- | think that's a no, but he wanted me to -- wanted to make that clear. So --

_ | appreciate that. |I'm just trying to understand, because you've
been widely reported as, quote, "chairman" of the Proud Boys previously, and | want to
know what that means.

The Witness. Do you want me to answer?

Mr. Hull. You can answer that one.

The Witness. Okay.

So you guys asked specifically about, like, the legal entity. We've never really
even been a legal entity.

_ Well, just to be clear, | asked about legal entities and
unincorporated entities.

The Witness. Oh, in your question.

I -

The Witness. Okay.

Mr. Hull. And we answered that there were Proud Boys who --
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Mr. Hull. -- were involved in businesses together, but they weren't, you know,

Proud Boys organizations. | think the answer is --
_ I understand. | was asking about both legal entities, which you
seem to have answered, and unincorporated entities.

The Witness. Can we sidebar?

B s

[Discussion off the record.]

Mr. Hull. Back on the record. Mr. Tarrio can answer that one.

The Witness. So we've already gone through the legal entities, and we're really
trying to get over this little hump quickly.

Yeah. So how the Proud Boys really is is you could -- it's a whole bunch of
different people, right? And | claimed chairman status because a group of friends of
mine got together and they became what -- something to the legal entity that happened
is, there was a set of bylaws in that legal entity that we did kind of agree with. We
were -- it was never in a legal capacity. As a matter of fact, we wanted to stay away
from that.

And then eight of those people became what we considered the elders of the
Proud Boys, and they voted me in as the chairman of the Proud Boys. Half of people
that claimed to be Proud Boys hated the idea of it and didn't take it in, so -- but | took
that title for myself.

_ Understood. And | think you mentioned that you stepped down
from that position a couple days ago?

The Witness. Yes.

- When was that?

The Witness. Wednesday night.
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And you mentioned the elders. Who are they?
Mr. Hull. Do you even know?

The Witness. Hold on one second.
I s
[Discussion off the record.]

The Witness. So, on the advice of my counsel, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment
on that question.

_ Okay. And just so | understand, so you're taking the Fifth
Amendment to the question of who are the members of the elders chapter?

The Witness. That's correct.

Mr. Hull. Absolutely.

_ Okay. And that's because you have a -- | just want to make sure

we're on the same page. That's because you have a good-faith belief that the answer to
that question could damage your ability to defend against potential criminal charges?
The Witness. Yes.
_ Understood.
You know, you mentioned that you were the chairman. Can you tell us a little bit
about what that meant in terms of responsibilities?
The Witness. On the advice of counsel, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment on that
question.
_ Okay. Understood.
| mean, | understand that Mr. Hull said at the outset that you would be invoking
the Fifth for many of these questions. And | don't want this to be a repetitive or

redundant process. We're not here to unnecessarily burden you. But just so we
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understand the scope of what you would be objecting to, | think we plan to proceed with
asking many questions and would ask that you state your objection, if there is one, to the
guestions, and we can proceed like that.

But --

-
_ -- | see that _ has come off mute.

_ Thank you. | wanted to ask one question before we got there.

Mr. Tarrio, for the time period that we were just talking about, where you were
the self-described chairman and there was a group of elders and whatnot, from up until
2 days ago when you stepped down, when did you become chairman? What time
period are we talking about?

And this is to help us understand the Fifth Amendment claim. That's why I'm
asking.

[Discussion off the record.]

The Witness. Okay. Do you want me to answer, or do you want to answer?

Mr. Hull. Go ahead.

The Witness. Okay.

| claimed it for myself about, like -- | don't know the exact date, but about 3 years
ago.

_ Okay. So that would be around, what, February of 2019, just
roughly?

The Witness. Roughly. |can't tell -- again, | can't -- don't quote me on an exact
date, but | remember about 3 years ago.

- Okay. Understood.

And, just to be clear, your concerns about the Fifth Amendment stretch from
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February 2019 to the present? There's no time period in there that you believe is
outside the scope of a potential Fifth Amendment claim?

Mr. Hull. Objection. |don't think he has to answer about what time period it
is. He has a reasonable apprehension, some would say good-faith belief. | know I've
heard that -- I've heard that language used in connection with the committee. He
doesn't know.

| mean, there are -- you're asking questions about events and people, some of
whom he knows better than others, that could come and -- who knows what they'll do?
And it's that much of an ambiguous situation where he's reasonably, you know,
apprehensive of giving answers that might lead directly or indirectly to a problem he
doesn't need.

This is not, like, hiding behind the Fifth Amendment. This is -- he's doing it
because he can't quite figure out what's going on here. And that's a fair -- that's a
fair -- with this many people involved and this many events, especially for events, for the
most part, that he was not -- he was not in Washington, as you know, on January 6th. |
think it's unfair to, like, ask him does it cover this time period or that time period.

- Mr. Hull, to be clear, the reason | was asking is because |
understood the Fifth Amendment apprehension to be about January 6th and those
events, so | was just a little surprised that, for you all, it extended back to 2019. SoI'm
just trying to clarify what his concern is.

Mr. Hull. No, I don't think it goes back to 2019. There are -- there are -- you
know, you're asking him questions, you know, over and over again which, if he answers
them, could lead to your getting information from other people or from people

associated with the events. He didn't know who the people were. And | think that's

enough.
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There's a lot of players here. He knows some of them better than, you know,
others. And | don't think he needs to explain that specifically or -- back to a time
sequence, | think it's a very unfair question.

What he -- he's asserting the Fifth to -- most of the questions that you would ask
him, if you think about it -- and, you know, you're right to make a -- entitled to make a
record of it -- are either, you know, asking for answers that either directly or indirectly
involve other people, and who knows what they'll say or what they'll do. And that's the
problem. And we've seen that before.

We had hoped to be able to explain some things, you know, off the record in
chats. | would give you some information to go on, but --

_ Well, Mr. Hull, this is -- we're not trying to trick you guys.

Mr. Hull. No, no, | --

_ This is just to understand -- I'm just trying to understand -- like, to
the extent that Mr. Tarrio is asserting the Fifth Amendment, he is perfectly within his
rights to do that. But we also need to understand the apprehension, the reasonable
apprehension, he has behind that.

And, again, my understanding was that your concern was really around
January 6th. Am | hearing now that that's not correct, that you do have --
Mr. Hull. Well, that would be --

_ -- a concern about earlier periods?

Mr. Hull. -- that would be one thing. You're right, | guess it could be other
things.
But the committee has come at him in a way that makes him feel like they don't

want him to be prepared with documents or to look at documents or have a chance to

look at documents if he has them ahead of time, to produce those documents. You
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know, the Fifth Amendment doesn't apply to documents. He knows that.

We wanted to be able to do this in a way that was responsible and helpful to you
and protective of, you know, Mr. Tarrio's rights, and we weren't given the opportunity to
do this.

And we shouldn't be here. And we shouldn't be here, you know, unless you
show some kind of willingness to let him get prepared for a deposition, do what he needs
to do, rather than just sort of, you know, heavy-handedly running over him every time
that we suggest a date for doing this or that. | --

- Mr. Hull, | don't want to -- | think_already said we
disagree with the characterization of how things have gone. | mean, we -- Mr. Tarrio is
certainly not alone in terms of folks that we have asked for information on a very short
time period from. It's not specific to him. It's the select committee has a very limited
amount of time to do the work that it has to do, and therefore we have been operating
on very fast schedules. It is not specific to Mr. Tarrio.

So that is not our intention at all.  But| --

Mr. Hull. And --

_ -- also do not feel the need or want us to waste time on the record
going back and forth about our various understandings of the past negotiations. | just
wanted to establish, so that | understood what his Fifth Amendment claim was, that your
concern is not just about January 6th, that it's about a broader period.

And it feels like the answer to that is yes. |s that fair?

Mr. Hull. No, I'm not going to say the answer to that is yes. We have gone out
of our way to try to give you information so you can meet your urgent, burning schedule,

and you turned that down. No --

_ Mr. Hull, | don't understand how that's relevant to my question
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about the Fifth Amendment, but --

Mr. Hull. It is relevant.

_ -- given that Mr. Tarrio --

Mr. Hull. Itis relevant to the questions. Why --

B -

Mr. Hull. Why --

_ Mr. Hull, given that Mr. Tarrio -- I'm going to make this really
simple. Given that Mr. Tarrio is asserting the --

Mr. Hull.  You don't know anything about --

_ -- Fifth Amendment for that time period --

The Reporter. | can only get one person speaking at a time.

Mr. Hull. You have a cartoon --

Thank you, Ms. Zamora.
Mr. Hull --

Mr. Hull. You want to say certain things --

R -

Mr. Hull. And we have given you opportunities to learn about the Proud Boys,

and you didn't want it because it didn't fit into your --

_ Mr. Hull, you have said that repeatedly on the record. I'm

wanting a simple -- and | want to move on and let ||| I set back to his

questioning.

28

I'm just going to say, the fact that Mr. Tarrio is asserting his Fifth Amendment right

going back to 2019 indicates that you are concerned about that time period.

We don't need to go back and forth about that. That's a matter of the record.

I'm going to turn the questioning back over to _
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Mr. Hull.  You can talk to yourself as long as you want. |I'm not going to agree

to that.
B I
Q  Mr. Tarrio, are you currently employed?
A Give me one second.
[Discussion off the record.]
Mr. Hull. -, that's -- | understand the question. And he wants to give
something useful other than -- why don't -- I'll object to the form of the question. Why

don't you ask him what he does for a living or what his job is, rather than is he employed.

Mr. Tarrio's an entrepreneur and has been his whole life.

_ Okay. Sure. I'm happy to rephrase the question.
o

How do you make a living, Mr. Tarrio?

o

>

| print T-shirts.

Q  What kind of T-shirts?

A I'll tell you, all sorts of things, from T-shirts for my local lawn service, T-shirts
with political messaging on it, T-shirts for political candidates, T-shirts for freight
companies. | mean, it doesn't matter, | just print T-shirts.

Q Gotit.

And Mr. Hull mentioned that you were involved in some business ventures as well.
What were those?

A | had a security camera business a long time ago, and that ended back in,
like, 2017. And then, moving forward, same thing, | print T-shirts. That's my endeavor.

Q Gotit.

And do you have a business related to security system services?
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A Not anymore.

Q  When did that end?

A Well, | stopped doing -- | stopped doing the security camera business a while
ago, and then | changed that entity's -- | kept that entity, | changed the method of
business on that entity, and that's what | use for the T-shirt printing.

Q Gotit.

So is that the business that you received two PPP loans for?

Mr. Hull. Objection, form of the question and facts not in evidence. Want to
back up, lay a foundation for that?

I | can, it's a matter of public record that Mr. Tarrio received two
PPP loans.

Is that for the business that you received?

[Discussion off the record.]

The Witness. At the advice of counsel, I'm taking the Fifth on that question.

_ Okay. And that's because you have a good-faith belief that an
answer to the question of whether you got two PPP loans this last year would tend to
incriminate you?

Mr. Hull. Objection, form and to the --

_ Mr. Hull, this is not a trial.

Mr. Hull. No, itis. Itis. And I'm not, like, just going to sit here and let you

ask about --

_ This is a deposition. I'm asking whether -- I'm asking on what

basis --

Mr. Hull. | object --

S ol
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Mr. Hull. One of your members --

_ Mr. Hull, the reporter can only hear one person at a time.

Mr. Hull. That's great. This is not --

I V. Hull, we'd like to understand the scope of Mr. Tarrio's Fifth
Amendment objections. He is entitled to make a Fifth Amendment objection. I'm
trying to understand what the scope is.

Mr. Hull. You're not entitled to talk about what the Fifth Amendment clearly
isn't. It is not some good-faith belief on -- where do you get this, from one of your
members? That's just not what -- that's not what the Fifth Amendment is about. A
good-faith belief? It's a belief -- it's a reasonable apprehension. | would object to
the -- | don't know. Where do you get this? Can you show me a case that says
good-faith belief? | doubt it.

The Withess. Give me one second?

[Discussion off the record.]
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[11:07 a.m.]
Mr. Hull. I'msorry. Can you re-ask the question? Can somebody read it

back?
_ | asked -- well, let me rephrase the question.
For what business did you receive two PPP loans for in 20217
[Discussion off the record.]
Mr. Hull. Go ahead. Go ahead. You can assert it yourself, or| can do it for
you.
The Witness. On the advice of counsel, | am pleading the Fifth Amendment on
that question.
_ Okay. Thank you, Mr. Tarrio.
Have you ever been employed by an office of Federal, State, or local government?
Mr. Hull. Objection. Don't answer it. Fifth Amendment.
The Witness. On the advice of counsel, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment on that
question.

_ Separate from the PPP loans that | just referenced, have you ever
received grant money or a contract from an office of government?

The Witness. On the advice of my attorney, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment on
that question.

B Okay. s it your intention to take the Fifth Amendment on all
guestions the committee would ask regarding your career history, employment, or
businesses?

Mr. Hull. Well, it would depend. Part of the problem with some of the

guestions, not every one of them, is that you're asking questions that have -- and you can

be free-wheeling, but you're not asking about him about January 6th or anything that the
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committee's doing. It sounds like it's -- you either want to embarrass or harass
Mr. Tarrio. There's no reason for those questions.

| can see questions like that with respect to documents. In the subpoena, there
may have been. But, you know, there -- yeah, | guess you can ask him questions about
anything that you might think that would lead to something you can use. But these are
not, for the most part, January 6th questions. For the most part, they're things that he
can give Fifth Amendment privilege responses to. But I'm not really sure why you need
to go down this path.

_ Mr. Hull, I'm not sure | understand. Are you objecting on the
basis of the Fifth Amendment or not?

Mr. Hull. Some of the past questions that you asked, some of them, he -- all but
one -- and you can go back and look at it later -- he has, you know, a proper Fifth
Amendment objection to, or where he can invoke the privilege.

But I'm just kind of asking as well, why is it important to ask him these questions?
You could've covered this, you know, in a 4-hour chat or a face-to-face thing, but you guys
didn't want to do that.

_ Well, Mr. Hull, if we could've covered it in an informal chat, we
can cover it in a deposition. So is the basis of your objection the Fifth Amendment or

something else?

Mr. Hull. On your last question, Fifth Amendment.

_ Okay. We'll move on.

Mr. Tarrio, when did you first get involved with the Proud Boys?
The Witness. On the advice of counsel, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment on that

question.

I V25 there anything going on in the country that made you
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particularly motivated to join the Proud Boys?
The Witness. On the advice of my attorney, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment.
_ Mr. Tarrio, is it your intention to assert the Fifth Amendment over
any question the committee would ask regarding your role in the Proud Boys?

Mr. Hull. Objection. How would he know that until you ask the question? He
doesn't seem to be doing that. And | object to the notion that he's just, like, mindlessly
sort of making his Fifth Amendment -- he's trying to listen to you.

_ Okay. Well, then, | am happy to go through every question that
| have outlined --

Mr. Hull. We have --

B - -d Mr. Tarrio can object to every single question. | am asking

for the sake --

Mr. Hull. But let me tell you something right now,-.

I -

Mr. Hull. Woe're not going to --

_ Mr. Hull, let me finish my thought.

Mr. Hull. Why don't you go to the Justice Department --
_ We can take the time to go through every single question here,
and Mr. Tarrio can object to every single one --
The Reporter. One at a time.

oo

Mr. Hull. My apologies.
B V. Hull, we can go through and | can ask Mr. Tarrio every

guestion that | want to ask him, and he can object to every single one. I'm trying to get

a sense of what the scope of his objections are so that we can move this along.
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The Witness. So, to answer that question, I've objected to most -- some of the

questions beforehand. | can't tell you if I'm going to object to future ones. I'm

listening to your question. If | decide that | want to take the Fifth or my attorney advises

me not to answer, then that's what I'm going to do.

I oy

Mr. Tarrio, can you describe the Proud Boys organization when you first joined it?

Mr

. Hull. Objection. Don't answer it.

The Witness. On the advice of counsel, | am taking the Fifth Amendment on this

question.

> 0 > 0 > 0 > 0 > 0 > 0

o

Mr

Y I
Mr. Tarrio, what did it mean to you to join the Proud Boys?
On the advice of counsel, | am taking the Fifth Amendment on this question.
Were you a member of a chapter or the national organization or both?
On the advice of my attorney, | am taking the Fifth on this question.
Did you become a member of the elders chapter?
On the advice of my attorney, | am taking the Fifth.
When did you become chairman?
On the advice of my attorney, | am taking the Fifth.
Why did you want to become chairman?
On the advice of my attorney, I'm taking the Fifth.
What was your relationship with Gavin Mclnnes, the first chairman?
On the advice of my attorney, I'm taking the Fifth.

Are you still the chairman of the Proud Boys?

. Hull. Objection, form of the question. He's already told you he wasn't and

that it was a claimed -- something that he chose for himself and was accepted.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

36

v

Q Whydid you decide to step down as chairman?

A On the advice of counsel, | am taking the Fifth Amendment on that question.
Q  Who are the current members of the elders chapter?

A On the advice of counsel, | am taking the Fifth Amendment on that question.
Q  What do members of the elders chapter do?

Mr. Hull. Objection. Don't answer it.

The Witness. On the advice of counsel, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment on that
question.

|

Q  Okay.

Mr. Tarrio, | was hoping you could help me understand how the Proud Boys are
structured. There's a national chapter and local chapters, right?

A On the advice of counsel, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment on that question.

Q  What does the national chapter do?

A On the advice of counsel, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment on that question.

Mr. Hull. Off the record for a second.

I /. Hull, we can decide when we go on and off the record.
Mr. Hull. No, | decide that. He's my client. | can go off the record any time |

want to. | want to talk to him.

_ Mr. Hull, if you'd like to take a sidebar, you're more than welcome
to.

Mr. Hull. I will, any time | want.

[Discussion off the record.]

The Witness. Yeah, on your previous question, | am taking the Fifth Amendment.
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| think | said that already, but --

Mr. Hull. Yeah.

I

Q  How did the national chapter typically interact with local chapters?

A On the advice of counsel, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment on that question.

Q  Mr. Tarrio, | have a series of questions about the structure and organization
of the Proud Boys. s it your intention to assert the Fifth Amendment over all of those
gquestions?

Mr. Hull. Objection.

The Witness. | can't tell you how I'm going to answer future questions. | could

only -- you could only go back on the record if you'd like and see how | answered the

previous ones.

_ Okay. We can keep going.

Q  Mr. Tarrio, were there particular local chapters you were more plugged into?

A On the advice of counsel, | am taking the Fifth Amendment on that question.

Q  Did you ever do Proud Boys business under the corporate entity Proud Boys
International, LLC?

A On the advice of counsel, | am not -- | am taking the Fifth Amendment on
this one -- on that question.

Q  Did you ever do Proud Boys business under the corporate entity War Boys,
LLC?

Mr. Hull. Could you restate that, please? |I'm sorry.

Q  Did you ever do business -- and I'll rephrase it. Did you ever do any
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business under the corporate entity War Boys, LLC?

A Give me one second.

[Discussion off the record.]

The Witness. Okay. -, can you tell me what you define as "doing
business," as far as the War Boys, LLC, goes?

Yy

Q  Have you been in -- are you an officeholder in War Boys, LLC?

A | am not an officeholder for War Boys, LLC.

Q  Have you ever been an officeholder of War Boys, LLC?

A | opened the corporate entity, yes.

Q  And what was War Boys, LLC, used for?

A It was supposed to be for a podcast, but it never -- it fell through. We
never did anything with it besides just open the corporate entity.

Q  Okay.

Did you ever do business under the corporate entity Fund the West, LLC?

A | don't know. |know | opened the corporation, but | don't think | ever used
it.  But I'm not 100 percent sure on that. |don't have -- I'm not ready for that question.
| could answer that at another time.

Q  Okay. Ifyou'd like to submit supplemental information, we'd like to see
that.

Did you ever do Proud Boys business -- did you ever do business under the
corporate entity Proud Boys, LLC, which | understand is distinct from Proud Boys
International, LLC.

A Is that, by any chance, if you could answer this, is that the Miami-based one,

or Florida-based one?
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Q Yes.

A We didn't conduct any business on it. Again, | opened the corporation.
Never opened, like, a bank account or anything like that. And | think -- | believe that | let
that entity just die off.

Q  Okay.

Did the Proud Boys own property under any of these corporate entities?

A The ones that | answered you, absolutely not.

Q  Okay. Thankyou.

Do you have an estimate on the number of members who identify as Proud Boys?

A | can't really answer that because --

Mr. Hull. Objection, form.

But go ahead and answer it if you can.

The Witness. Yeah. |can't--like, | don't have an answer to that, simply, like, |
don't know, because seven dudes in Kansas or seven dudes in Wyoming can get together
and create a Proud Boys chapter of themselves.

Q  Gotit. Canyouelaborate on that alittle? Are there a lot of chapters that
are formed that way?

A Yeah. | mean, basically, like, if you've got seven guys and you want to
become a Proud Boy chapter, you basically -- you don't need -- you really don't need
permission from anybody.

Q  Arethere requirements to identify as a Proud Boy?

A On Gavin Mclnnes's show, he stated that all you have to do to become a
Proud Boy is state that you're a Western chauvinist and you refuse to apologize for

creating the modern world. So I'm guessing -- and that you be born a male. SoI'm



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

40

guessing that's, like, the only requirement.

Q Gotit. So, when these chapters are formed, that's all those people have to
do to call themselves Proud Boys?

A Pretty much.

Q | think a couple of years ago you estimated to the press that there were
about 22,000 members of the Proud Boys. Does that sound about right?

A | mean, I've said numerous -- throughout the years, I've said numerous
numbers that | would assume based on just, like, how many Republicans there are in the
State or how many Democrats there are in the State and things like that and people that
I've talked to that self-identify as Proud Boys.

Mr. Hull. Forgive me,-. What was the number you just gave? Was it
22,0007

B - sqid 22,000.

Mr. Hull. No, you don't know.
The Witness. | don't know.
Mr. Hull. I think -- | don't want him to be -- he doesn't know, and | think he's said

that recently, of how many there are, or even what that means, like, you know, in the

scheme of things.

B -
- I
Q  So, just so | understand, there was no, kind of, central tracking?
A No.
Q  And would there be -- you know, if a local chapter decided to form, let's say,
seven guys in Kansas, like you said, would they be in touch with the national chapter or

the elders chapter?
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Mr. Hull. Objection, form.
The Witness. What's that mean?
Mr. Hull. That means that he's asking if -- can we go off the record?

The Witness. Yeah. Give me one second.
- Take a sidebar, sure.

[Discussion off the record.]

Mr. Hull. Excuse me. Can you restate the question?

_ | asked, if a local chapter decides to form -- and, Mr. Tarrio, you
gave the hypothetical example of seven guys from Kansas -- would they be in touch with
the national chapter?

The Witness. On the advice of counsel, I'm taking the Fifth Amendment on that
question.
- Okay. | understand that there are four levels of membership in
the Proud Boys. Is that true?
Mr. Hull. -, are you talking about, if | may ask, about degrees, that kind
of thing, the Gavin Mclnnes-era degrees of Proud Boys? Is that it?
_ That's right.
The Witness. Yeah. |could--1could -- the only thing | could answer is based
on Gavin Mclnnes's podcast that day.
But the first degree of membership is stating that you're a Western chauvinist and
you refuse to apologize for creating the modern world.
To my knowledge, the second degree is more of a frat boy thing. Although not
hard, it's five guys punch you while you name five breakfast cereals.
Third level of -- third degree is a tattoo that says "Proud Boys" on it.

And the fourth degree, from what | understand, it's just -- means a hardship.
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_ Got it. |sawin reporting that to get to the fourth degree you

have to commit an act of violence against antifa. Is that correct?

The Witness. That is not correct. | got my fourth-degree level of membership
doing water rescues during Hurricane Harvey, where | sat -- we sat 5 days and we did
298 direct water rescues during those events.

Mr. Hull.  You might mention --

_ Certainly sounds like a hardship.

Mr. Hull. And you might mention that you don't try out for it; it's --

The Witness. Yeah, that's another thing. Like, you can't -- just to give you an
understanding of just, | guess, like, the culture, is the only thing | could really -- you
can't -- one thing that you can't do is, you can't go looking for trouble of any sort. That
would not constitute, like, a fourth degree.

_ Gotit. That makes sense.

The Witness. Like, example, if you go -- if you're at a bar or something and you
go to the bar and you push some guy and he, like, breaks a bottle over your head, right,
you're -- like, you looked for that trouble, so that wouldn't be a fourth degree.

And I'm not saying, like, Proud Boys go to bars and push people or anything like
that. I'm just making, like, a general statement, like, somebody at a bar would -- like,
that wouldn't be considered a fourth degree of membership.

So, no, violence is not a requisite of being, for one, a Proud Boy or having a fourth
degree in the Proud Boys.

_ Got it. Understood. That's helpful. Thanks, Mr. Tarrio.

Mr. Hull. Sidebar just for a second.

The Withess. One second.

B s
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[Discussion off the record.]

The Witness. -, to expand -- can | expand a little bit on that previous
gquestion?

_ Please.

The Witness. It also includes good works. Like, if we -- | heard about a chapter
in central west Florida that did, like, a bicycle and toy drive for Christmas, and, like, they
gave the entire chapter a fourth degree. And by "they," | mean, like, the chapter gave
itself a fourth degree at that point.

I

Q Gotit. Great.

And, you know, you mentioned that there was no central tracking of membership
across the country. So was there tracking of, you know, how many people were in
particular degrees?

A No. | mean, there's no -- since there's no way to track people, like |
answered in the previous question, there's definitely no way to track degrees or whatnot.

Q Gotit.

I'm just curious. | imagine that, you know, you would be concerned about
making sure that people who joined the Proud Boys were genuine members who really
wanted to be in the organization. Was there, like, a vetting process?

A Again, that depends on -- this goes to the previous answer to your question.
If you're seven guys in Kansas, right, like, you have your own vetting process or whatnot.
And | would hope that, you know, you bring in great people.

Q  Great.

_ | will just note for the record, and | apologize for not doing this

earlier, Ms. Zoe Lofgren has joined --
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The Witness. I'm sorry -- I'm sorry, repeat that?

_ | was noting for the record, and | apologize for not doing this

earlier, Ms. Zoe Lofgren has joined the meeting.
R
Q  You mentioned the oath that Proud Boys have to take, and | think you
paraphrased it or quoted it. Do you mind saying that again?
A | am a western chauvinist, and | refuse to apologize for creating the modern
world.
Q  Great. Canyou help me understand, you know, how to break down that

oath and what the oath means to you or to Proud Boys?

A | can --
Q  Like, what --
A Go ahead. [I'msorry. Finish your question.

Q  Sure. What is Western chauvinism?

A | can only give you the opinion, like, my opinion of it. And | believe, like,
Western civilization, the ability for us right here to be communicating over, you know,
different States, our court systems, civilized society. | just -- | just -- we're not a Third
World country. We're not a -- it's not -- it's good to be in America.

Q  Yeah. That's helpful.

Do you ever talk to --

A Oh, I'm sorry. | didn't completely finish it. So Western -- and then
"chauvinism" just means extreme patriotism.

Q Gotit. Andwhat does that mean to you, extreme patriotism?

A Just having -- loving this country and its many, many diverse hues.

Q  Yeah, absolutely. | mean, can you tell me more about that, what that
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means to you?

A My personal opinion on this, like, what it means to have patriotism, is
understanding that, you know, we're different from the rest of the world, and we are a
free country and we are a free society. The ability to be able to protest, you know, the
government, you know, where my family came from, you can't do that. You know,
they'll put you --

Mr. Hull. Quarantine.

The Witness. They'll put you in a Gulag, and they'll -- my family was executed at
the command of Che Guevara. They were put on their knees and tied their hands
behind their back, and they shot them in the back of their heads because they didn't give
up property.

And something that goes with my patriotism is, like, the ability to own property,
the ability to practice the religion that you want, the ability to, you know, love whoever
you want. Whether male or female, it doesn't matter to me. | think that's the core
belief of America. And | think that that's where my patriotism comes from.

Q  Gotit. Justsol, kind of, can understand that a little bit more, are there,
like, public figures or politicians you think who really embody that?

A | think -- | think people that really embody it is, like, Teddy Roosevelt is
somebody that | look up to alot. John F. Kennedy was another person. |I'm not a big
fan of Clinton, Bill, but | think that the country during his time was in a good place. Not
a big Bush fan. Not a big Obama fan.

And | think, just beyond, like, United States Presidents, | think, like founding
members of this country -- like, Sam Adams is somebody that | really look up to.

Q  Yeah. That's helpful.

So what was it about Bush and Obama that you didn't like?
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A | didn't like Bush because of the war in Afghanistan, and | believe that, you
know, we had no business in Afghanistan. Like, | don't know how our freedoms got
across the pond that way.

Obama, really because of socialized healthcare, ramming it through Congress
without a lot of people reading it. But that's my personal opinion. | just don't like -- |
don't like not having a democratic process to things.

Q  Understood.

And, you know, how about our most recent President, President Trump? Where
does he fit on your scale?

A I'm a big fan of President Trump. | think that he was a person that said it
how he felt. You know, | disagreed with him a lot of times, with a lot of things, but |
think -- all in all, | think he was a great President. He didn't give us more wars.

Q  What's that?

A He didn't give us more wars. And | guess that's the thing | liked about him
the most.

Q  Sure. You mentioned that you disagreed with him on some stuff. What
was that?

A Disagreed with him on bump stocks. | disagreed with him -- and even, like,
| don't know, | consider myself a conservative, but | think that other conservatives
disagreed with me on this: the Dakota Access Pipeline. | didn't agree with it. | think
taking -- and it goes back to, like, my family roots. Taking somebody's property,
American citizens' property, for a corporation | think is wrong.

Q Yeah. That makes sense.

So, when | was asking you about, kind of, public figures who embody Western

chauvinism, would you have put Trump among them?
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A I'd probably include Trump among them, yes.

Q Yeah. Were there particular things that he did or said?

A We're going into opinion here, but | guess I'm free to talk about, like, what
my --

Q  Yeah. |Ireallyjust want to know what you think. |I'm curious.

A | think that he -- | think he believed in law and order. You know, that's
something that was big with me, because, you know, you've got to be able to protect, you
know, those constitutional rights and those constitutional values.

| think that sometimes he should have put down his phone on Twitter, you know?
But | also liked that he pushed the narrative of, like, First Amendment rights.

That's -- no matter -- like, again, | disagree with him, but, you know, | think the guy should
be able to say whatever he wants. And | think he inspired a lot of people to be able to
say things that they want.

Q Yeah. That makes sense.

Kind of, thinking about, you know, opposition to the idea of Western
chauvinism or -- you know, you mentioned the modern world, as well, in the oath, right?

A Uh-huh.

Q  What do you think are the biggest threats to those concepts?

A | think the biggest threats to those -- | think other superpowers are the
biggest threats to that. | think misinformation campaigns from other countries is an
issue.

| believe, like, another issue is being at each others' throats for disagreements. |
think -- | kind of say this in jest, but | think the internet has brought out the worst in
people. And they argue so much on the internet, and | think they don't get together

enough and, like, discuss those differences.
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Because | have a lot of people and | have a lot of friends from my childhood that,
you know, | still talk to that have completely different political views than me, and, like, |
get along with them because | don't sit on the internet and argue with them. We go out
together, we go to lunch, we go to dinner, we go on ski trips together, things like that,
and we're able to talk our differences out.

And | think that -- | think, actually, that's the biggest issue we have in America, is
that we are too busy fighting on the internet and not talking to each other and seeing the
things that we agree on. Left, right, center, Libertarian, it doesn't matter what side of
the political spectrum you're on.

Q Yeah. The internetis an interesting place.

A Yes, it is.

Q  You know, are there particular trends that you notice in terms of people not
wanting to talk to each other or people at each other's throats, like you said?

A | mean, again, | think, this is, like, just opinion, but | think you -- you asked,
like, specifically, like, topics?

Q  Trends.

A Trends and topics? Yeah, well, I'll go with trends and topics.

| guess it's just, like, the flavor of the month when you're on, like, an internet
forum, like Twitter or Facebook or whatever, and if something's trending, everybody
wants to have an opinion onit. And then, if the person's wrong, you go ahead and you
call them some crazy, offensive name. And then it stops becoming about the issue and
more about the argument.

Q  Uh-huh. Yeah.

And you mentioned misinformation campaigns from potentially other countries.

What do you think they're trying to do to American society?
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A | think that they're trying -- one example | can give you, and then I'll answer
your question. | think this was pre-election. The Iranian Government -- the FBl came
out with this. The Iranian Government spoofed the Proud Boys email and started
sending voters, like, intimidating emails. And, you know, that shows you that other
countries, like, want to make us, like, really question a lot of things and want us divided as
a country.

You know, because if you're -- let's just say you're, like, an elderly person, 60 years
old, 70 years old, you've only heard about the Proud Boys through, like, the lens of
corporate media outlets, right, and they've said that there are these big scary White
supremacists -- and, obviously, I'm not White, right? -- you know, you're scared. And
then, on top of that, these Proud Boys sent you an email, trying to intimidate you via an
email, and you're, like, okay, I'm not going to go vote, you know? That's an example of
another country trying to meddle in, like, things that simply don't concern them, you
know?

And then, here, I'll give you some more personal opinion on that. You know, the
United States has meddled also in, like, the elections and affairs of other countries, you
know? So that, initself -- | mean, like, why are we doing this battle? Why doesn't
everybody just leave each other alone?

Q Yeah.

| remember the Iranian email incident. Do you have a sense of, like, why they
might've tried to use the Proud Boys in that way?

A | think Joe Biden had mentioned us in the debate stage, so, after Joe Biden
mentioned us, | think that they used that as an example, or they used that as, like, a push.
You know, they used that slingshot to kind of come in and do what they did.

Q Yeah.
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Since you've brought up the debate, | guess I'll ask about the other well-known
quote from that, President Trump saying, "Stand back and stand by." I'm curious how
you took it at the time.

A | took it to be, like -- | took it to be, like, "Hey, the election’'s coming up.
Stand by." | also believe that he meant it, like, "Stand by me as the President," like, I've
never, like, failed -- | think he was more telling that to, like, the American people too.
Like, | haven't failed you yet, so just stand behind me. | think that's where my -- that's
what | thought. That's what | took from it.

Q  Yeah. Itwaskind of a difficult statement to parse, right?

A Yeah, it was.

Q Do you feel like Proud Boys were standing by President Trump?

A Here's the thing. So, again, | can't speak for, like, all the guys all over the
country or all over the world. Because we have chapters, like, all over Europe, Israel,
Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea. But I'd say there's a lot of Trump supporters that are
Proud Boys, but we have Biden supporters. We have people that I've seen that they're
open Biden supporters, open Bernie supporters.

As a matter of fact, when Gavin kind of did this whole thing on his show, the first
people that kind of made their own Proud Boys group were started actually by Bernie
supporters.

Mr. Hull. Bernie Sanders.

The Witness. Bernie Sanders, yes.

Q Yeah.
So | guess I'm curious, you know, after Trump said that on the debate stage, do

you have a sense of how other Proud Boys might have reacted to it or how they
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interpreted it?

A It was interpreted in many different ways that | can tell. And my opinion,
you know, | think people took it however they wanted. You know, | just don't -- | can't
really speak for others --

Q  Sure.

A -- on that.

Q  Let me make it more concrete, then, to you. Like, did you have
conversations with people as to, like, what that could've meant?

A Yeah. Some people were angry that he mentioned us because they didn't
want the spotlight. Some people took it like, "Man, the President mentioned us," and it
was a fun moment. Some people took it like, "Hey, stand by," you know? Like, "Let's
go rally," or whatever. There's a lot of people, obviously, that like going to rallies. I'm
included in that.

_ | see that Ms. Lofgren has come on to video.

Ms. Lofgren, do you have a question?

Ms. Lofgren. Well, | did have a brief question.

Mr. Tarrio, | have received a copy of a post from you, and it's "Enrique’s House of
Propaganda" from your -- "Tarrio's Telegram." And it's a picture of me holding a piece
of paper at a microphone in the Judiciary Committee, and the caption from you is,

"This" -- I'm going to spell it out, c-u-n-t -- "is blind in one eye..."

I'm wondering what you meant by that.

The Witness. | wish | could reference the post, Ms. -- how do you pronounce
your name? I'm sorry.

Ms. Lofgren. Lofgren.

The Witness. Lofgren. |wish | could -- | wish | had that in front of me where |
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could see it. But I'll make sure to take a look at it and I'll -- we'll do a supplemental.
Mr. Hull. Did it come from you?
The Witness. Here's what | think. | don't know if it came from me, but there's
multiple people that run Telegram channels, specifically mine too.
Ms. Lofgren. All right.
| vield back.

_ Thank you, Ms. Lofgren.

Mr. Hull. | would ask for a clarification. I'm just curious, just to sort of clean
things up. | don't know if Representative Lofgren is gone or not, but what -- it was on
Telegram, but which handle, if you will, on Telegram? There's lots of different --

The Witness. Well, she said it. | think she said it.

Mr. Hull. Did --

The Witness. | think she said it.

_ | think it was the "Enrigque's House of Propaganda" or something
like that.

Mr. Hull. Yeah. That's -- excuse me. Isthata --

The Witness. No. That's -- well, that's one of the channels --

Mr. Hull. Well, youdon't dothat. Okay. Never mind.

The Witness. Yeah, | -- listen, and here's another thing. | don't rem- -- like, |
can remember what | post, and | just don't remember posting that. And it's called -- |
named it -- for a little while called it the "House of Propaganda" simply because there was
a lot of people that ran that channel.

o I
Q  Sothat was one of your channels, Mr. Tarrio?

A That's one of the channels that | administrate, yes.
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Q Gotit.

| just wanted to zoom out a little. And we were talking about, kind of, what
you're concerned about in terms of the modern world, and I've heard you talk about the
threat from antifa. Do you mind elaborating on that?

A You know, going through the years, starting with 2016 -- and, like, | didn't
first hear about antifa during this administration; I've heard of antifa before. The
black-bloc tactic isn't something that's brand-new to society. You know, they use
violence and intimation for a political cause.

And | saw it many times in the streets of Portland. | saw it many times during the
BLM protests in the summer. | saw, you know, a lot of peaceful protesters, yes, but | did
see a lot of black-bloc-style violence, where, you know, people would go out to protest
police brutality over a specific cause, and you'd have these little White kids running
around smashing windows and throwing Molotov cocktails at police officers and things
like that.

| think at one point, you know, we held some rallies in Portland called "End
Domestic Terrorism," and it was really meant to expose antifa violence, the separation
between, like, how the media covers us and how the media covers these dudes that just
burn down their cities.

Q Yeah. Soam|totake itthat you think of antifa as domestic terrorists?

A | don't think -- | think that's a very strong word, and | think that we gotta be
careful with that language. | think there's laws in place that should be implemented and
should be enforced.

| don't think that those labels are something that -- the U.S. Government has a
history of, like, spiraling balls out of control. And I'm afraid that labeling somebody

"domestic terrorist," | think, would spiral at first -- you know, it would probably be with,
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like, the best of intentions, but | think that that would spiral and | think that law
enforcement will start using that to start targeting free and legal, protected free speech.

Q  Yeah. |know these are very difficult things to balance.

So, with that in mind, kind of, help me understand what it meant to "End
Domestic Terrorism" now, with the name of your rally?

A | think now -- and | think this is right after that last rally that | had, the "End
Domestic Terrorism" rally. | had a talk with a friend of mine which is a lawyer, and he's
like, you know what you're asking for, right? And | didn't understand at the time, and he
explained it to me. He goes, you know that they'll -- the U.S. Government will snowball
this, and it'll be used, you know, for any kind of political speech, you know? So he made
me, like, double-think what -- like, the words that | use when it came to domestic
terrorism.

Q Uh-huh. Yeah. That makes sense.

There was, you know, a lot of stuff going on in 2020. There were COVID-related
protests. There were the racial justice protests across the country. If you had to, like,
kind of describe what was going on in the country in 2020, how would you -- what's your
view on it?

A | wasn't binary. | think -- | think police brutality is a very just cause to
protest. And | think that what ended up happening is, like, a few bad actors got in there
and created a mess at some of these rallies. And, like | said, most of them were very
peaceful. Butthe ones that were violent were very violent.

| think it's counter -- it's counter to your narrative of, like, minorities getting the
short end of the stick when it comes to law enforcement and you're in a minority-owned
community and you're burning down businesses. | just don't think that that was

something that | can truly support in that specific instance.
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You know, I'm not binary. I'm not, like, well, every protest -- every racial protest
of police brutality was horrible. I'm not binary like that. Just --

Q Yeah. Ilknow. [|mean,thisisall complicated.

A Itis. Itis.

Q  Did you or did you see other Proud Boys feel like they needed to help or get
involved?

A | know that there was -- | know that there was a lot of people that, you
know, with, like, the more violent protests, that there was Proud Boys in their local area
that wanted to protect, like, their businesses and their homes, you know, and they went
and | saw that they did that.

You know, that's something, again, if you're a business owner or your friend's a
business owner and you want to defend that business, I'm fully supportive of that.

You know, | can't talk -- | can't speak for, you know, people that did go out there.
| can only speak for myself and my opinion of what that was.

Q  Sure.

You know, that was a tough time for government, for law enforcement, for the
National Guard as well. A lot of resources were used to, you know, deal with those
situations. What do you think of the government response during the spring, summer,
fall of 20207

A | think it lacked, you know? | think they could have protected these
people's free speech and would have kept law and order, but | think -- | think the -- and
I'm not going to blame, like, local law enforcement, like, police officers directly, you know,
because I'm sure that they wanted to do their job. But either brass or the mayor or the
governor or somebody got involved, and then it turned into -- instead of law and order, it

turned into, like, politics as usual. People were using that to run, you know, reelection
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campaigns or targeted ads to raise money for their campaigns.

So | think the government could've done a better job. | think the government
can always do a better job of doing better, and | think that's -- that's how we move
forward.

Q Do you have thoughts on what that better job would look like?

A I'll be honest. |just don't -- | don't know how to fixit. | know it's a
problem, and | know it's something that | will always speak out against, but | just don't -- |
don't know.

Because it also depends on what area we're talking about. Are we talking about,
like, a city government? A State government? And it varies from State to State. You
know, the Federal Government, the Presidency, Members of Congress, the Senate?

Q  Yeah. Like we said, it's a complicated issue.

A ltis.

Mr. Hull. Let me just make a comment maybe, a kind of continuing objection.
I'm not sure | understand how these questions, as interesting and as thoughtful as they
are, are geared toward doing the committee's work on the attack on the Capitol on
January 6th.

Are these questions that are designed to find out what happened, or you're
just -- you're really fascinated in Mr. Tarrio's world view?

_ Well, | am fascinated with Mr. Tarrio's world view. |'m enjoying
the conversation. But the committee is tasked with looking at, you know, a broad range
of issues related to January 6th, including influencing factors. And so, you know, the
state of American democracy during 2020 is one of those issues.

Mr. Hull.  Mr. Tarrio was specifically -- | believe in the letter that was written by

Congressman Thompson, in the beginning of the call, which explores his part, that
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Mr. Tarrio was somehow involved in violence or may have been involved in violence in
connection with January 6th.

And some violence did occur on January 6th. | assume that these questions have
something to do with what you're headed toward in terms of his role in that, if any. Am
| -- do | have that wrong? Or --

_ | mean, at this point, I'm, you know, trying to get his sense of, like
we were talking about, the state of American democracy in 2020, which is, you know, a
relevant influencing factor in what happened on January 6th, regardless of whether that
had to do with Mr. Tarrio specifically.

Mr. Hull. Okay.

_ | will also just note for the record, | mean, the chairman's letter

that Mr. Tarrio that was attached to the subpoena was not meant to be exhaustive.

Mr. Hull. | understand that. It was -- but it was somewhat inflammatory. And
that's fine; you can do that. But it did seem to focus on this kind of -- this notion that
was out there, and a not very well-vetted or investigated notion, that the Proud Boys and
specifically Mr. Tarrio were involved with commandeering violence that had something to
do with the obstruction of the certification of the electoral college vote. And | just
assumed that your questions would be leading into that area. And maybe I'm wrong
about that.

You know he wasn't there that day. So, you know, | assume that -- you could
have this conversation with him over a cup of coffee. You don't need to ask him here.
This is about Proud Boys, Mr. Tarrio's role in inciting violence, and that's -- that was just
bought, hook, line, and sinker, by a lot of things that have come out of the committee.

It was unchallenged. It was unexplored.

I'm glad that you're interested in Mr. Tarrio's views and what kind of person he is,
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but how these questions have anything to do with your mission and what you were
tasked with doing -- | guess it just may be me.

_ Mr. Hull, | think | answered that question.

Mr. Hull.  It's just kind of, like, so are we going to talk about the mood of the
Midwest later? | mean, how many questions can you ask him about his opinion that
may have some kind of ripple effect or association with what happened on January 6th, a
constitutional day in America? | mean, is everything relevant in your questioning? I'm
just -- I'm not criticizing --
_ Mr. Hull, | answered your question.

| thought we were having a pretty productive conversation, Mr. Tarrio, and | was
enjoying it. |don't know if you were. And maybe we can get back to it, if we can move
past this.

Mr. Hull.  Well, I'd like you to ask him the questions that you really want to ask

him so that, you know, we can, you know, get out and do some other things.
_ Okay. Mr. Hull, | told that you should expect to spend the whole
day with the select committee. |don't know if you --

Mr. Hull. Well, we will probably not -- we will probably not do that, but -- and
you can do whatever you want to do in response to that.

But we had gone out of our way to offer you a forum like this and then, again, in a
more formal setting, asked if Mr. Tarrio could, you know, get out of jail, look at his
documents, evaluate the documents, make objections to that, if he had any, on his
devices. And | assume there must be something on those devices, which we understand
are somewhere in Florida. That's about all we know about them.

But, you know -- and we are willing to still do that, to be compliant with the

subpoena. But I'm just not quite sure | understand why we couldn't have accomplished



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

59

this a different way.

You know, keep going here, and we'll try to get through this. But | -- this
is -- there was no indication that this would be a good thing for Mr. Tarrio to do today.
Everything that has been written about it by you, or discussed about it, has suggested the
kind of manhandling of this guy and a complete disregard for things that he may want to
do to protect his rights in order to respond to the subpoena.

And | don't know why we're here. |reallydon't. And I'm not saying the
committee's work isn't important. Itis. But it's not important to do this now with
Mr. Tarrio, when he's, you know, not ready to comply with the subpoena because he
can't, almost like a force du jour. And he's tried to make you accommodations with you
to do that, and they've kind of fallen on deaf ears.

So, you know, | guess I'd just put that on the record and be quiet for a while. But
I'm not quite sure why we're doing this the way we're doingit. And now you're not
asking him questions about the supposed, you know, animus that Mr. Tarrio would've
given to January 6th even though he wasn't there. So --

_ Okay. Allright. Thank you for stating your views, Mr. Hull.

The Witness. Can | -- can | add something to that?
I

The Witness. While, you know -- and I'm with Dan on -- I'm with my lawyer on
this, when it comes to, like, you know, let's get to the meat and potatoes of this. But
there's an example. Ms. Lofgren camein. | was trying to look for the post. | don't
remember writing this post.

But instead of -- there was an article on the top, a CNN article on the top, that's
not actually available anymore for some reason. Ms. Lofgren, herself, was more

concerned about the name that | called her instead of the article that was right above it,
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which would [inaudible] the comments. She didn't come to ask me -- she didn't -- like,
her first response to me wasn't, "Hey, | said this, and why did you disagree with me on
it?" She was like, "And why'd you call me a c-u-n-t?"

You know, so, like, | don't think that this is a place for, like, personal questions.
And | get -- | get it. Like, you want to, kind of, get a character thing. But, like, |
wasn't -- | wasn't there on January 6th. | wasn't the cause of what happened January
6th. I'm trying to give you as much insight as | can give you so you guys can have your
investigative -- so you could make up your mind on what happened on January 6th.

But, | mean, | just wanted to say that. So, if you want to -- if you want to

continue, okay now.
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[12:06 p.m.]
I

Q  Sojust help me to square the circle with what you were saying before about
how, you know, people don't want to engage online because they just call each other
names. So you did call Ms. Lofgren a cunt?

A No. |don't even remember typing that. |said that clearly. But | looked
forit, | looked for it as we're -- as we were there, | looked for it, just to see what was it.

Q  So somebody using your account called Ms. Lofgren a cunt?

A | have -- like, | -- | mean, | stated this previously. That account's
administered by a lot of people.

Mr. Hull. What's the significance of being called that word? | mean, that --

The Witness. That's in relation to the --

Mr.

T

ull. No, no,I'm --

The Witness. Yeah.

<
T

r. Hull. --just trying to understand --

The Witness. No.

Mr.

T

ull. --why that's an important thing. That's a word that's been around

since 1300s in London. It's not a particularly nice word for a lot of people, but --
The Witness. You know the history of that word?
Mr. Hull. | do, unfortunately.

But, just to come in here and kind of, like, you know, register that out of context,
you know, it's --

- Does the context matter?

Mr. Hull. Well, no, no, it's not -- the words matter here, and we all have

different ideas about what words should be used. But we didn't get much context
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from the Congresswoman.

And, you know, | -- there are -- you know, I'm not a big Telegram fan, but there are
all sorts of things that are happening on there with people that -- you know, | mean, even
the people on Telegram who were supposed to be in the same groups don't agree with
one another on, you know, anything. It's just kind of a really nasty Irish bar scene.

But go ahead. You know, ask -- feel free to highlight the indignities that
Mr. Tarrio has, you know, heaped on the pile with one member of the -- | just don't
understand a why that's such a big deal. So --

The Witness. Did it freeze?

Mr. Tarrio, what does the acronym "RWDS" mean?

o

>

It's an internet meme, and it means right-wing death squad.

Q  What's the significance of that?

A It's based on an anime from -- | forget what it's called. It's like -- it's called,
like, "Wolf Brigade" or something like that. And, | mean, the significance of it, besides it
being part of an anime, is -- you know, I'll tell you the -- like, other people decide to make
it more nefarious than it actually is, when it's literally, like, just a really cool anime.

Mr. Hull. Are you suggesting this is something that the Proud Boys created or

originated or just agreed with or -- | mean, so | understand what you're getting at here.

I
Q  Have you ever worn a patch saying "RWDS"?
A | sell those patches on my online store.
Q Anddoa lot of people buy them?
A | mean, | don't know what "a lot" is. If you count the fact that | don't have
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a credit card processor, I'd say no. So | can't really sell them.

Q  Oh,I'msorry. |asked if you had ever worn them, and you said you sell
them.

A Yeah. |thinkI've worn them once or twice before, yeah.

Q Yeah. Soit'sjust because you love anime?

A Pretty much. | --if you haven't noticed, | wear other patches. If you've
noticed -- if you're saying that | wore that, I'm sure you noticed my other patches, which
have other references that are similar to that. So --

Q Do yousell all those other patches too?

A Yeah. |do sellabunch of patches.

Q  What kind of patches?

A "Metal Gear Solid" patches. | sell -- mainly, everything in the store | try to
keep at, like, a comical sense, so, like, an inside joke kind of thing. But for the most
part -- yeah, | sell a lot of different patches on the store.

Q  And what's the website for the store?

A 1776.shop.

Q Gotit.

And you mentioned that your credit card processor is not currently working for
you. So are you able to sell things?

A At the current moment, no.

Q Gotit. Andwhen did that happen?

A | think it happened, like -- started happening, like, 3 years ago, lightly, and
then just -- now | just -- | just don't have a credit card processor now.

Q  Yeah. That sounds like a challenging situation if you're trying to sell stuff.

Did you -- you know, was that business intended as, like, a personal venture, or
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was it -

A It was a -- it was kind of, like, a hobby, kind of. | really -- | wasn't looking to
make money, a lot of money onit. And then just one day it went, like, viral on the
internet, and people just started buying merchandise. And there was -- | can't tell you
that it was, like, a business that made tons of money, but it at least put the food on the
table.

Q  In addition to the shirt business? Or is that separate?

A No, that's part -- that's part of the shirt business.

Q Gotit.

Was any of that money used for, you know, stuff related to the Proud Boys?

A My personal trips maybe, like, if | took a trip to, like, go to, like, a festivity or
to go meet some of the guys. | mean, that would be the only way that the money would
be used on that, that | could remember.

Q Gotit. Sowould you, you know, help pay for other Proud Boys using that
money?

A So the store works kind of like an Amazon. So, like, you could become a
vendor if you sold -- if you wanted to sell merchandise, you could sell merchandise on the
site.

Q No. |wasasking, had you --

A Oh, no. No, I'm not -- | wasn't -- | wasn't pitching you. | wasn't pitching
you on selling stuff on my site.  I'm saying, like, an individual could come in and be like,
"Hey, | sell these shirts. Can | put them on your site?", and I'd say, "Yes."

Q  Uh-huh.

A So they could technically, like, sell on the site.

Q Gotit. So not all the merchandise that's being sold on 1776.shop is made
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by you?

A Yeah. Yeah.

Q  Does a portion of the other profits go to you?

A | would charge a small percentage. | think it was, like, 7 percent or
8 percent or something like that.

Q Gotit.

But, no, | was asking about the, kind of, pot of money that resulted from the
business. And you said that you would occasionally use it to travel for Proud Boys stuff.

A Uh-huh.

Q  Would you, you know, pay for other Proud Boys' travel using that?

A No. Notthat|remember. |don'tthink |'ve ever paid for anybody's travel.

Q Gotit.

Do the Proud Boys have a bank --

Mr. Hull. Just a question or a comment, objection point. Are your questions
here about the extent or inquiring into the extent to which his businesses are somehow
involved in the financing and funding of nefarious, underground, right-wing activities that
the Proud Boys have sometimes been accused of? |'m just trying to figure out what
we're doing here.

- Mr. Hull, you can characterize it however you like. 1I'm --

Mr. Hull. He's not -- I'm asking what the question's about. It's like, you know,
you asked, you know, look, Tarrio sells T-shirts, and he's getting all these people to come
to January 6th. | mean, those are unfair questions. And you asked him a couple of
different times.

What's the point? | mean, he said he's an entrepreneur, he said's that he has a

shop. And you're trying to make it some kind of, you know, a front for evil in America.
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| just don't think that's fair.

And it's -- and he's said he knows Proud Boys. Well, of course he knows Proud
Boys. He's been popular with a lot of them for a long time, so they would use his
services or do this or that. And you guys, actually three times, asked whether or not
funds were used from that business to fund trips? Come on. | mean, you know, can
you move on from that?

| really don't think that he's presented anything here today to make it, you know,
seem like he was -- if you're trying to get the truth, why don't you ask him about -- we're
letting you ask -- he already answered some questions about some fairly harmless things.
At least you get a flavor of this --

- Mr. Hull, is there an objection that you have?

Mr. Hull. Yeah, there is an objection. | need you to quit asking questions that
tie his entire life to the funding of some weird cartoon character that has been made up
in some corners of the American mind and media and, you know, making him responsible
for things that happened January 6th.

| mean, we could get back to January 6th, but you asked him three times whether
there were finances that came out of that business to fund Proud Boy trips. | mean, you
know --

_ Mr. Hull, | asked several times because | didn't get an answer the

first or second time, but he did answer the third time, and | appreciate that.

I'm not -- | don't quite think you're making an objection that's directed to --

Mr. Hull. That's not true. Why don't you ask him some questions that, you

know, are fair and based on the record you have so far, rather than just sort of trying to

malign and smear him? And --

_ Mr. Hull, I'm just asking questions related to the investigation.
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You can characterize them however you want, and you can --

Mr. Hull. It's obvious from these questions that you decided a long time
ago -- you guys decided a long time ago what you wanted to decide and investigate and
what conclusions you would come to about Mr. Tarrio and the Proud Boys, and you had
that in mind. That's not fact-finding. That's just, you know, constitutionally protected,
you know, character assassination and smearing. And, frankly, he's used to it.

But | think you can kind of, you know, move into some scenarios that, you know,
makes some sense or have something to do with the committee, rather than just trying
to, you know, lull him into this idea that he somehow is -- whole life is --

- Mr. Hull, with all due respect, we will determine what is relevant
to the investigation, and we're asking questions to that end. | don't think anything I've

asked has been particularly burdensome. [I'm asking --

Mr. Hull. Not burdensome. That's --

_ -- simply about his finances right now.

Mr. Hull. They're just -- they're -- again, they're unnecessary, and, you know,
obviously sort of inflammatory. Why don't you try to find out some things about what
happened if you're going to ask him these questions, rather than just, you know, make it
seem as though --

_ Mr. Hull, we've now spent 4 minutes during which you've failed

to state an objection. And you're entitled to state something for the record.

Mr. Hull. I'm objecting --

_ But if you're instructing the witness not to answer the question,

I'd like to get a sense of what --

Mr. Hull. No, no. I'm not --

_ The court reporter is not going to be able to get this, guys. Can
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we just calm down for a moment?
Mr. Hull. You calm down.

You need to ask --

_ I'm saying for both folks, can we just be careful so the court
reporter can hear, so that we're not talking over top of each other? That's all I'm asking.

Mr. Hull. Fair enough. And | apologize.

I'd like to make an objection to questions that seem to want to paint Mr. Tarrio as
some kind of secret financier, even on a small level, of bad things. And you asked him
that question -- one time is fine. You asked him three times.

You know, the Proud Boys didn't do an insurrection. It's not what they do.

They drink. They had their picture taken. They look for antifa at night, that's true.
They're basically, you know, a satirical kind of goofy group of people who have political
ideas and discovered antifa, and that became a free occupation.

But the January 6th march of the Proud Boys is the fourth march in 6 months of
the Proud Boys, and it was the exact same pattern: Go to the Capitol, go up to the
Supreme Court, go back down Constitution to the Russell Building, go each lunch maybe
over by the Department of Labor, and stop.

And you seem to want to get -- | mean, for a while, | thought we were going to be
able to end this, but now you want to go back to, like, finding out about whether or not
he uses his money from his businesses to finance things that you think are bad?

_ Well, Mr. Hull, | will say, the committee's made no prejudgment as
to Mr. Tarrio's involvement in January 6th, but, | mean, you all were well aware of the
public reporting around Mr. Tarrio and January 6th, and we have an obligation to
investigate that and, you know, follow the facts where they go.

And if Mr. Tarrio's assertion is that, as he said, he has nothing to do with January
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6th and he wasn't there and he doesn't know anything about it, | mean, we're happy to
ask those questions that are about January 6th specifically. But our understanding was
that you all were going to object on Fifth Amendment grounds for that day, which |
understand and is his right. So we're trying to ask some questions so we can --

Mr. Hull. Not every -- not every question that you pose to him will have an
objection.

The Witness. | never said that | was going to object to every question with the
Fifth Amendment. |said that | was going to listen to the question, and | would make a
decision on --

_ No. And | understand that, Mr. Tarrio. | did not mean to
misstate. But | know, when we first started this, Mr. Hull said he expected that you
would plead the Fifth Amendment with regards to almost everything we would ask, and
he thought it would go very quickly.

So, based on that, my understanding was, if we asked you something specifically
about January 6th, that we were not going to have any sort of conversation. And so
we're trying to have conversations about other topics, not specifically January 6th, but,
you know, in that penumbra, that might be useful for us to understand your involvement
or lack thereof in that event so that, you know, this report will be as accurate as it can be.

We are not coming to any pre-decision about this. If you would like to talk
specifically about January 6th and are willing to provide some testimony on that, we're
happy to go in that direction.

But, Mr. Hull, | know you keep asking for us to talk more specifically about
January 6th, but you've already told us you're going to object. So we're trying not to
harass your client on that front.

Mr. Hull. I think -- no, | think it's fair. You know, you have a -- what you're
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doing is guided by a very liberal, freewheeling kind of precept. You can ask some
guestions that might link to this, might lead to that.

But the Fifth Amendment privilege being asserted here was presupposed that the
guestions would be about January 6th, violence on January 6th, and conspiracy on
January 6th. And, you know, now we're asking questions about, you know, getting
money to Proud Boys so that they can go to the Capitol and do whatever people want to
think that they did.

| just -- you know, of course not every question is going to be a Fifth Amendment
response, but it would be if you sort of stayed to what | understand to be the task of the
committee. And, you know, that's of course -- you have to do that the way you want to
do. But if you ask the questions about January 6th, conspiracies, his involvement,
inciting violence, things like that, which was pretty clearly what Bennie Thompson had in
mind when he wrote that letter, there would be Fifth Amendment answers.

But now we're kind of getting into the wild blue yonder. And | think it's a fair
thing to raise. You can keep asking a few more questions on this. But, you know, this,
you know, getting to know you and the wonder of Enrique, and all of a sudden using that
money to, like, you know, fly any of these White trash dingbats to Washington? Come
on. This -- you know, move forward --

_ Mr. Hull, with all due respect, we never called anybody a White
trash dingbat. We never asked him to --

Mr. Hull.  I'll tell you -- | think --

--on January 6th. So let's just take the temperature down, and

I'm going to turn it back over to_. We've heard your concerns, and we'll

take those into account. Thank you.

The Witness. | think I'm the only one that mentioned the White kids so far.
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_ Thanks for clearing that up, Mr. Tarrio.

The Witness. Okay.

al

Is the Western Chauvinist Telegram an official Proud Boys channel?

o

>

No. It's definitely not -- not one.

Q  Have you disavowed it? Has the group disavowed it?

A | think that somebody put a statement on, like, the Proud Boys' official, like,
Telegram channel stating that it is not. And | think that was, like, 2 years ago.

Because they were attempting -- before it was called Western Chauvinist, | believe
it was called, like, Proud Boys America First or whatever. And we have no idea who
started it. But it got -- | don't know why, but it got a lot of traction, and they were
saying a lot of racist crap. And it started becoming, like, an issue, because reporters
would ask me -- or reporters would report that "this is what the Proud Boys said." And,
yeah, it -- it -- it wasn't.

Mr. Hull. You answered the question.

Do you have a role in the "War Boys" show?

o

>

I'm one of the hosts, yeah.

Q  Canyou tell me about what the "War Boys" show is?

A It's similar to, like, all my podcasts. It's basically -- we treat it as, like, two
guys on a couch. We'll talk about politics a little bit. We'll talk about, like, pickup
trucks, beer, women, experiences that we've had. And then sometimes we'll have, like,
a guest on of some sort.

Q Yeah. Who are the co-hosts?

A Ethan Nordean and Joseph Biggs.
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Mr. Hull. How long did that run, that show?

The Witness. We did, like -- he was asking how many, like, episodes. | think we
got to, like, seven or eight episodes of it, | believe.

Mr. Hull. You can tell them. |didn't think it was a long -- a big deal.

The Witness. No. We had it just for a little while.

Sorry. Go ahead.

I Ycoh  'djustask, Mr. Hull, if you say something that you'd like
on the record, just to please come close to the microphone so the reporter can hear --

Mr. Hull. lapologize. |shouldn't have done that. | just thought --

I - o capture it.

Mr. Hull.  You know, | don't want to ask him questions, but I'm sorry, | just

thought | should add that.

I .-
=V
Q  Were there episodes that you weren't on?

A You know, | don't know. Maybe.

Mr. Hull. "War Boys."

v

Q  Were you familiar with Joe Biggs' comment in December 2020 that
government officials are, quote, "evil scum and they all deserve to die a traitor's death,"
end quote?

A | have no idea. You might want to ask Joe about that. | --

Q  Soyou've never watched that episode?

A | don't recall anything like that. But, again, that's -- that would be more a

guestion for him.
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Mr. Hull. When was the date? Excuse me.

- December 2020.

[Discussion off the record.]

The Witness. |don't know. |can'tremember. |don't--1'mnot--my
memory -- just to tell you, like, | have probably, like, the worst memory of anybody you've
ever met. So -- but, yeah, | don't remember that. And, again, that would be probably
a question more for him than for me.

o I

Q | mean, you're a co-host of the show. What do you think of something like
that on your show?

A | can't -- I'm just not going to give you an opinion on something that
somebody else said. |I'm a free-speech dude, and | think that, you know, even people |
disagree with have the right to free speech. So --

Q  Sure. But, | mean, you have some --

A That's my general opinion.

Q  You have some level of ownership over the show, right? You're a co-host?

A No. Painting me as just, like, guilt by association isn't really something I'm
going to comment on.

Q Do you disagree with what he said?

A | don't know if he said it, so --

Q Do you disagree with that statement?

A | don't have that in front of me, so | --

Q lcanread it overtoyou. Government officials are, quote, "evil scum, and
they all deserve to die a traitor's death," end quote. Do you agree with that?

A You'd have to ask Biggs on that. |don't know.
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Q I'masking you, Mr. Tarrio, do you agree with that quote?
A I'm -- I'm not going to -- I'm not going to opine on what someone --

Mr. Hull. |think he said he didn't know.

_ Mr. Hull, he's said he wouldn't answer, which is different from "l

don't know." [I'm asking for his opinion on that statement.

Mr. Hull. | may be mistaken, but | thought he said he wasn't sure what was said
on the show and that -- and --

The Witness. Look, | can't confirm if he said it. If you're asking me what my
opinion is on what everybody says, I'm not going to do that. I'm not going into that
rabbit hole of do | agree with X statement.

| could tell you that I've disagreed with statements made by Bennie Thompson, or
| probably disagreed with the Congresswoman that was just here. | don't remember
calling her a c-u-n-t, but -- I'm not going down that rabbit hole of what do | think of what
this person said. It's just not --

I

Q Okay. Well, let me rephrase it, then, because | get what you're saying.
It's hard to opine on what other people say.

Do you think government officials are evil scum who deserve to die a traitor's
death?

A No. |can'ttell youthat!|--that|agree withit. Do | think some of them
are scum? Maybe when they make decisions -- poor decisions, yeah. But that's about
as far as it goes.

Q  Anddothose scum have -- do they need to die a traitor's death?

A Look, listen, you're not going to hook me onto this leash. [t's just not going

to happen.
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Mr. Hull. | mean, | say that before every Mets game. Comeon. |mean, alot
of venting was going on between November 3rd and -- | think you said that was in late
December, and people said things they probably wish they hadn't said. But it means
they're --

The Witness. Here, I'll give you --

I

Q  Mr. Tarrio, did you say stuff you wish you hadn't said?

A I'm not a law man. |I'm not a lawyer or anything. | disagree with
somebody running a committee that personally sued me about a year ago. You know,
what's your opinion? Can | ask you what's your opinion? Should | be deposed by a
committee led by somebody that has a civil lawsuit or had a civil lawsuit against me and
can jump back in whenever he wants?

Q | wish this were a forum where you could interview me.

A | know.

Q  Unfortunately I'm interviewing you.

So, after Joe Biggs made that quote, Ethan Nordean responded, quote, "Yep, day
of the rope," end quote. Do you know what that means?

A | have no idea what that means.

Q  Have you ever heard of "The Turner Diaries"?

A I've heard of "The Turner Diaries," and now that you say it, | remember that
that's, like, attributed to it. But, again, I'm not going to give you my opinion on what
people say.

Q Do you know what "day of the rope" is?

A You can ask Ethan Nordean what he meant by it.

Q Do you know what "day of the rope" means?
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A | don't know. Enlighten me.

Q  In"The Turner Diaries," it was a mass lynching of race traitors.

A And was that the only instance that that "day of the rope" thing was ever
used?

Q  Well, it was right after Joe Biggs said government officials are evil scum who
deserve to die a traitor's death.

A You might want to ask -- you might want to ask them about that.

Mr. Hull. So they were angry about something. We're trying to figure out
whether or not they really would've done it? Is that it?

The Witness. Well, here, | mean, regardless of the fact, they're -- they would
depose them if they want an opinion on it. So I'm just not going to -- I'm not
here -- look, how about this? From now forward, I'm just not going to give you my
personal opinion on what somebody else said. | just -- | don't think that that's even
relevant here.

You could ask me direct questions, and if | feel like | could answer them, I'll answer
them. If | feel like it's a trick question, then I'll tell you. I'll be honest with you. But
I'm just not going to go down this rabbit hole where you're going to ask me if | agree with
everybody that -- everybody's statements around the country, or even friends of mine. |
don't -- it's not my problem.

Q  Have you ever met Stewart Rhodes?

A Give me one second.

Mr. Hull. Yeah.

[Discussion off the record.]

The Witness. Allright. Repeat the question.
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oI

Have you ever met Stewart Rhodes?

o

>

Yes. | met Stewart Rhodes on January 5th.

Q  Inwhat context?

A It was the first time | ever seen Rhodes, and | didn't -- | didn't go to meet
Rhodes. He just happened to be there. | went to go meet up with a friend of mine,
Bianca, at the Phoenix Park Hotel. And that's the garage that's right next to it, and she
just happened to be with Stewart Rhodes at the time.

Q Gotit. Didyou talk to Mr. Rhodes?

A | just shook his hand and | said hello. And --

Q  That's all you talked to him about?

A I'm sorry?

Q  That's all you talked to him about?

A Yeah. |just shook his hand, and | said hello. There was actually a
documentary crew that was with us at Channel 4, a U.K. documentary crew, that was with
us, and they recorded that handshake. And then, after, when we got in the car, they
asked me -- it's on tape. And | said, yes, that's the first time | meet Rhodes.

| wasn't -- and, just to give you back story, me and Stewart Rhodes don't -- didn't
get along, or don't get along for a very long time, since 2019. As a matter of fact, I've
only had a one-way conversation with Stewart Rhodes before, in 2019, and | used very,
very colorful language and messaging with Rhodes back in 2019. | dropped a lot of
F-bombs, different versions of the F-bomb. And then, after that, | called that whole
Oath Keepers group the "Oath Breakers."

Q Gotit. Canyou give me a sense of why that happened?

A | had a rally -- in 2019, | was putting together a rally in Portland, and he was
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supposed to be our transport where we were -- like, | had this -- there was about 300 or
400 attendees, and we wanted to move them from one location to another. And
Stewart had said in a chatroom that he has a lot of buses and stuff like that and he could
move these people. And he pulled out on us last-minute. So could you imagine sitting
in a street corner with 300 people, and all these people are ordering Ubers. It was next
to impossible to get these people out of the city of Portland.

So | had some very colorful language, but, ever since then, | did not talk to Stewart
Rhodes. |didn't like Stewart Rhodes. | still don't like Stewart Rhodes. And after all
that time, the first time that -- and I've never -- | never met him in person that day. It
was just that exchange of those messages, those one-way messages between
me -- between -- that | sent him.

And then the very next time that | ever meet Rhodes -- and | didn't want to be
rude -- was | shook his hand, and | said, "Nice to meet you."

Mr. Hull. The very next time you talked to him.

The Witness. That was the very next time | talked to him.

Mr. Hull. Yeah.

| see my coIIeague_came on video.

_do you have a question?

I
|
Q  Mr. Tarrio, did you also talk to Ms. Kellye SoRelle that night in that garage
meeting?
A So | didn't know Kellye SoRelle was Kellye SoRelle until much, much later,

when, like, the pictures of -- the video of that documentary came out.
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Kellye SoRelle was there. | don't remember exchanging words with her. |
didn't know what she looked like until later on.
_ - can we play exhibit 45, please, just to refresh
Mr. Tarrio's recollection?
And please just bear with us while we pull this up.
The Witness. And where do | see this?
- It will be up on your screen in a second. We'll pullit up in a
second. Thank you.
[Video shown.]
The Witness. Is there supposed to be audio?
- | don't believe so.
The Witness. Okay.
Mr. Hull. Is that in back of the Phoenix Park?

The Witness. No. It's, like, a garage next-door.

[Discussion off the record.]

- All right,- you can take it down now. Thank you.

Q  So we saw Ms. Kellye SoRelle in that video. | know you didn't know her at
the time, but what were you discussing with her in the garage?

A | can't remember. | think that the way that that -- Bianca had said, "Hey,
I've got a lawyer" or whatever. And | had told her already that | had one. And then
maybe she offered her services, but | don't even remember that.

I'll be completely honest. Like, that was such a quick transaction, and, like, my
anxiety was through the roof because, you know, I'd just got out of jail and | had to get

out of the city. So | had to pick up my bags at the Phoenix Park that day.
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So the only person that -- the only person in that video that I've met, like, previous
times is Bianca and -- | can't even tell you his name.

Q  Josh Macias?

A Josh. Yeah.

Q  So maybe this might -- maybe this might refresh a little bit too. Were you
worried about law enforcement reading your group chat with other Proud Boys, since
they had confiscated your materials?

A | don't remember any of that.

Q  Youdon't remember discussing, you know, law enforcement reading a group
message with other Proud Boys?

A | don't remember that.

Q  Okay.

| feel like there was a woman in that video named Ms. Amy Harris. Who was
she?

A Documentary filmmaker.

Q  When did you meet Ms. Harris?

A Give me one second.

[Discussion off the record.]

The Witness. So | met Amy back in -- supposedly -- | didn't know this, but | met

Amy back in September 26 in Portland when | was there.

a

Q  And what was nature of your relationship with Ms. Harris?

A She picked me in November to do a photo doc, and | agreed.

Q  So why was Ms. Harris here in the garage with you on January 5th?

A She was documenting -- when | got out of jail, she was documenting me
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when | got out of jail. So she wanted to document the whole thing.

Q  Solguess, when you get out of jail on January 5th, how did she even come
into the picture? Did you call her?

A She was waiting for me outside, because | had -- it was public information of
what time | had court.

Q  Okay. So she picks you up at the jail, and where do you go from there?

I'm assuming you're with Ms. Harris at this point, correct?

A Yeah.

Q  So where do you all go after you leave the jail?

A | go to the Phoenix Park to pick up -- she had to go pick up her bags. The
other camera crew had some bags there. So we went to Phoenix Park so they could pick
that up. And then Bianca was there, and that's when we went to the garage down
there.

Q  So what was -- | don't believe we've asked this. What's your relationship
with Ms. Bianca Gracia as well? How do you know her?

A From the Latinos for Trump organization. At that time, | was the Florida
State director for Latinos for Trump.

Q  And were you talking to Ms. Gracia about events on January 5th or 6th when
you met up with her?

A | can't remember at that time.

Q  Were you supposed to be a speaker at one of Ms. Gracia's events on
January 6th?

A | don't think -- so | think she -- | think she canceled the event, so technically
no. But, yeah, at one point, | was asked to speak on the stage that | remember.

Q  So are you saying here today the event was canceled on January 5th, or
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did it -- canceled on January 5th?

A

| mean, | think | was pretty clear with that. | said I'm not sure, but | think

that that was canceled.

A

Q

But, preliminarily, you were scheduled to speak at her event?
I'm sorry?

Preliminarily, you were scheduled to speak at her event?

If | remember, yeah.

Were you scheduled to speak at any events on January 5th, such as the rally

at Freedom Plaza or any other events?

A

Q

A

| believe | was supposed to speak at an event on January 5th, yes.
Which one?

| don't -- I don't know. | had so many people calling me asking me to speak

at their events, and | know one of them said the Freedom Plaza. So | don't know --

Q

A

> 0O > 0

> 0O

Q

January 5th?

You don't remember who invited you to speak at the Freedom Plaza event?
No.

Was it Mr. Ali Alexander?

No, definitely not.

Was it Ms. Amy Kremer?

| don't even know who that is.
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